
                    
 

 

The Benefits of a Corporate Trustee  

 
In light of the new Australian Taxation Office (ATO) penalty regime that will 

apply to Self Managed Superannuation Funds (SMSF) Optima Partners 

highly recommend assessing a move from individual trustees to a corporate 

(company) trustee.  

 

The new penalty regime has the ability to levy penalties of $10,200 on all 

trustees, so if a SMSF has four members and the trustees are individual 

members then the total penalties imposed would be $40,800 as opposed to 

$10,200 where the trustee is a company.  

 

Apart from the changes in the penalty regime there are additional benefits 

in having a company act as trustee. In a document published this year, 

ASIC provided five reasons why a corporate SMSF trustee is better than 

individual trustees. 
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